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BOOK REVIEWS 279 

Greater European Governments. By A. Lawrence Lowell, 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1918. pp. xi, 329. 

It would be unfair to the high reputation of the author of this 
work to enter into a detailed criticism of it. The first ninety-two 
pages are made up of a very condensed summary of certain por- 
tions of his " Government of England." The remainder of the 
book is largely a reprint of portions of his " Governments and 
Parties of Continental Europe." The work under consideration 
was evidently thrown hastily together for the purpose of providing 
a convenient manual in the War Aims Course of the Students 
Army Training Corps. No serious effort has been made to consider 
the effect of the war upon European government, and in the 
portion devoted to the governments of continental Europe almost 
nothing has been done to bring the text down to even the beginning 
of the war. One illustration will serve to indicate the importance 
of this defect. In dealing with the relations of the Italian Govern- 
ment and the Papacy, there is no mention of any pope later than 
Leo the Thirteenth, nor to any source of information subsequent 
to 1891. Anyone at all familiar with the course of Italian politics 
knows that the papacy has gradually withdrawn the restrictions 
upon the political activity of its followers, which were formerly 
expressed in the celebrated Bull of "Non Expedit." In the recent 
Italian election, the Catholic, or Italian People's Party, elected a 
hundred members of the Chamber of Deputies. 

President Lowell's " Government of England " is still the most 
authoritative source of information which we have concerning the 
political organization of that country. His " Government and 
Parties of Continental Europe " will always remain a work of great 
value to the student of European government. The former is 
already, however, out of date in many particulars, and the latter, 
published in 1896, is now very misleading as a textbook. "Greater 
European Governments" has few of the virtues and all of the 
faults of its originals. It should be regarded as a temporary make- 
shift, and not set down to the discredit of its eminent author. 

Thomas H. Reed. 

The Law as a Vocation. By Frederick J. Allen, Assistant 
Director, Bureau of Vocational Guidance, Division of Education, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. Published by Harvard 
University, 1919. pp. viii, 93. 

It used to be the fashion for the earnest and ambitious young 
man to prepare for himself a map of conduct. Washington's and 
Franklin's efforts in this respect are well known. The fashion was 
a good one, and it is unfortunate that it has died out. This little 
book affords an opportunity for the young man entering upon the 
study of the law to formulate for himself, if not in writing, at 
least in his own mind, such a moral and professional chart.' It 
may be commended to every law student with the admonition not 
to search its pages to find knowledge of things with which he is 



